The Wookey flap revisited.
Complete circumferential pharyngoesophageal reconstruction has undergone remarkable changes and developments during the last three decades. Gastric transposition and microvascular techniques are the standards of care. However, in cases of failure, or where other factors such as severe comorbidities prevent the use of microvascular techniques, reconstruction with local flaps provide a reliable option. We have used the Wookey flap technique in six patients with complete circumferential loss of the pharynx and upper esophagus. To make the procedure more reliable, we added a "delay" stage. Retrospective review of charts of six Wookey-type reconstructions of the pharynx and upper esophagus done in our department at SUNY-HSC, Brooklyn, and The Long Island College Hospital. Five of the six patients had successful reconstruction of complete circumferential pharyngoesophageal resection. All five resumed oral alimentation. The flap failed in one patient. The Wookey flap may still provide surgeons with a "last resort" reconstructive option after complete, circumferential pharyngoesophageal resection.